
ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH 

MOTHER CHURCH OF THE BERKSHIRES 

ESTABLISHED 1849 

Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

Liturgical Celebrations 

Saturday  4:00 PM 
 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

 11:30 AM 
 

Daily Mass  12:10 PM 
 

RCIA  Tuesdays, 6:30 PM 
 

Holy Hour  Monday-Friday, 11:00 AM 
 

Daily Rosary  Monday-Friday, 11:30 AM 
 

Prayer Group 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 6:45 PM 

The Staff 

Msgr. Michael Shershanovich, Pastor 

Rev. Geoffrey Deeker, CSS, Priest in Residence 

Rev. Mr. Pasqual Baldasaro, Deacon 

John Arasimowicz, 

Coordinator of Youth Religious Education 

e-Mail: stjosephccd@berkshire.rr.com 

Michele Madden, Secretary 

e-Mail: Michelemadden@berkshire.rr.com 

Mrs. Patricia Momnie, Pastoral Minister 
 

St. Joseph’s Parish Office 

414 North Street. Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Tel: (413) 445-5789 

Fax: (413) 443-5466 

Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

e-Mail: msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com 

Web site: www.stjoepittsfield.com St. Joseph’s Cemetery 

Mr. Paul Guillou, Superintendent 

Nancy Nolan, Secretary 

Tel: (413) 499-1317 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

All new parents are expected to complete a course of instruction. 

Please consult the parish office for classes. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 3:00-3:45PM 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 

Couples should contact the parish office at least one year prior to the wedding. 

New Parishioners should register at the parish office. We look forward to welcoming you to the 

parish family and hope you will become involved with your time, talent and treasure. 

Ministry to the Sick and Parishioners confined to home have visitations that are scheduled on a 

regular basis. Please notify the parish office to make arrangements. 

Religious Education Classes are held at St. Joseph’s High School following the 9:00 AM Mass 

for all public school students, grades K-11, and parochial students preparing for Sacraments. 

 



LECTORS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
D 

Saturday  4 PM  Eucharistic Ministers: Josie Daviau, Nina Mastrangelo, Pat Momnie, Jim Armstrong, 

          Carol Gamberoni, and Marie Kotowicz 

     Lectors:    Cheryl Furtek and Sr. Jean Bostley 
 

Sunday, 9 AM  Eucharistic Ministers: Nancy Nolan, Donna Quallen, Carolyn Rousseau, Joe Ryan, 

          Judy Sayers, and Ron Sayers. 

     Lectors:    Peggy Taylor and Sharon Vincent 
   

 

Sunday, 11:30 AM Eucharistic Ministers: Daniel Kochapski, Ron Pelletier, J. Weatherwax, Michael Wood, 

          P. McDonough & Joe Dahrouge  

     Lectors:    Robert Bouquet and Anne Dunham 

St. Joseph Religious Education News 
 
 

November 15th  Regular classes for all grades. 
November 22nd  Christ the King—students in K-5 should me in North  
     Chapel at 8:45 a.m. to process  in at the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 
     Regular class for all grades. 
November 29th  No Class 

S t .  J o s e p h  C h u r c håP i t t s f i e l d ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

You’re Invited ! On Saturday, November 14th , we will have wine and cheese in the North Chapel after the 4 PM Mass. 
Hope you can join us! 
 

St. Joseph Parish Council Meeting: November 15th held in the Parish Center. 
 

The meeting of the 12th Night Committee will take place at 6:30 p.m. in the North Chapel, of St. Joseph Church, on 
Monday, November 16th. Many hands are needed to help organize this special celebration of the birth of Jesus. The 
event will begin on Saturday, January 9, 2016 at the 4 o’clock concelebrated Mass followed with dinner, dancing and 
many prizes at the ITAM Lodge. Tickets will be available in December with the price at $35 per person. There will 
also be a meal choice of Chicken, Beef or Fish. 
 

On Wednesday, November 18th , the St. Anne Society will gather for a soup and bread supper at 5:30 p.m. in the tŀǊπ
ƛǎƘ Center. All women of the parish are most welcome to come, meet with the membership, enjoy some friendship 
and a hot bowl of soup. 
 

0ÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 3ÔȢ *ÏÓÅÐÈ "ÁÚÁÁÒ —Are you available to lend to hand? On November 20th we will be making pies at 9 
AM . All are invited to come help. There will be a workshop for making Italian Cookies to sell at our annual Bazaar on 
November 19th starting at 9 AM. Many hands make light work, but it is also loads of fun working together to produce 
these delicious confections. Come for an hour or stay the entire time, your help is really needed. As usual a light lunch 
will be provided. St. Joseph Bazaar is set for November 21st from 9 to 3 PM in the Parish Center. We are still collect-
ing used jewelry, Chinese raffle prizes, pie filling and flour. We are also asking those who love to bake, to consider 
baking for our Create-A-Tray booth. Our customers select the cookies of their choice and we’d LOVE to include your 
favorite cookies. Please bring your cookie donation to the Parish Center on 11/20 between 6—7 p.m. or Saturday by 
9 a.m.  
 

On November 29th Advent Vespers will begin in the South Chapel beginning at 6:00 p.m. The evening consists of 
prayer, singing psalms, and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Everyone is invited to come together and make this 
Advent season a prayerful journey with God in preparation for the celebration of His birth. Following Vespers, as in 
the past, there will be a series of Video presentations with time for discussion led by Fr. Deeker. Refreshments will be 
served. 
 

Please keep in your prayers Rev. Earl Hebert, a recent pastor of Notre Dame, who passed away this past week. 
 

Our PASTA DINNER was a huge success! Many thanks to all who worked so hard for its success and to those who en-
joyed the meal. 



NOV EMB ER  15 ,   2015            

 
 
 
 

 

INFORMATION DAY 

M 
sgr. Mike and St. Joseph’s Parish will have an Information Day for the Year 

of Mercy Pilgrimage to Rome on November 15th at 1:00 p.m. in the North 

Chapel in St. Joseph’s Church. All are welcome. A $50 discount is offered to 

those who sign up before 12/30.  

The Berkshire Hills Chorus of Sweet Adelines International will present their annual show on Sunday, 
November 15 at 2 PM at St. Mary’s Parish Hall, 159 Church St. in Cheshire. The chorus won the 2015 first 
place medals and most improved awards in Region 1 this past May, and the show is titled “Home for ALL 
the Holidays.” Tickets are $10 and can be purchased from Gerry Dahrouge at 443-0624 or at the door.  
Have you donated dry packets of Turkey gravy for the Food Pantry or dropped a monetary donation 
in an envelope either regular collection marked “Food Pantry”? Thank you to all who have contributed. 

 

Diocese of Springfield 
Office of the Bishop 

 
My Dear Friends in Christ, 

The release of the movie “Spotlight” has brought renewed attention to the painful experience of child abuse 

which occurred within our faith community.  Although the movie highlights events in Boston, we know 

that every diocese, including our own, was impacted by this crisis and the violation of trust which lies at its 

center. I want to take this opportunity to reiterate how deeply sorry I am for the past failure of our Church 

to protect young people, I want to apologize personally to all victims of abuse and their family, friends and 

loved ones, and to assure you that we continue to pray for you and ask for forgiveness.  

At the same time I want to re-commit the diocese to taking all necessary measures to ensure the safety and 

well-being of our young people, those entrusted to our care and ministry.    I also want to urge in the 

strongest manner that if you know of someone, whom you have good reason to suspect may be the victim 

of abuse, to report it immediately to local law enforcement officials.  If this is taking place within our faith 

community, I also ask that you call the diocesan confidential Abuse Reporting Hotline toll free number at 

800-842-9055. 

To learn more about our Child and Youth Protection Services visit us on-line at www.diospringfield.org. 

May God bless you, 

Bishop Mitch 

 

 

 

 

 
76 Elliot Street - Post Office Box 1730 - Springfield, Massachusetts - 01102-1730 - (413) 452-0803 

tel:800-842-9055
http://www.diospringfield.org/
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"But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the an-
gels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father." It may 
strike us as odd that there are things that the angels 
don't know. But it's even more surprising that Jesus--the 
Son of God--would have been unaware of the divine 
schedule for the end of the world. Given all of this, 
should it come as any surprise that there are things that 
God chooses not to reveal to us right now? 
In his wisdom, God knows when the timing is right to 
reveal his plans to us. The fact that we don't know eve-
rything helps us remember that we are not God. We are 
his creatures, dependent upon him for our existence, our 
sustenance, and for the hour of our death too. In this era 
of instant Internet information, advanced diagnostic 
medical tests, and statistical surveys predicting future 
trends, it's hard to accept the fact that there are some 
things we just can't know. But this reality should keep us 
humble, reminding us that we don't have to know every-
thing because we are in the powerful hands of a loving 
God. 
Thus, any attempt to "see the future" through psychic 
mediums like palm reading, tarot cards, or astrology 
suggests a kind of distrust in God. As the catechism 
states, such practices "contradict the honor, respect, and 
loving fear that we owe to God alone" (§2116). As much 
as we might want to know when the world will end, 
when our dreams will come true, or when our problems 
will cease, we are called to walk in faith, accepting what 
God chooses to reveal and trusting that even our mo-
ments of uncertainty are part of his benevolent plan for 
us. As today's psalm declares, "you will show me the 
path to life." What else do we really need to know? 

{ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ нлκнл /ƭǳō DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȊŜ ²ƛƴƴŜǊΩǎΥ  
ϷмΣлллΥ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ [ƛǇŀǊƛΤ ϷмллΥ [ƻǳƛǎ DŀǊȊƻƴŜΤ  
ϷмллΥ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ŀƭƻΤ ϷрлΥ /ŀŎƘ ϧ ¸Ŝƴ /ŀƻΤ  
ϷрлΥ Wƻŀƴ IƻǿŀǊŘτ /hbDw!¢¦[!¢Lhb{Η 

Readings for the Week of November 15, 2015 
Sunday: Dn 12:1-3/Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32 

Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Lk 18:35-43 

Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44 

Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Lk 20:27-40 

Next Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37 

Saturday, November 14th                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

ANTHONY CASTRONOVA JR.                        4 PM 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY  

Requested by Family 

Sunday, November 15th          

CECELIA MASTALERZ                                   9 AM                                                                                                                             

Requested by Family 

JANICE & MICHAEL MANGANO            11:30 AM 

Requested Daughter 

Sanctuary Candle 

Edmund Hospod 

Requested by Wife, Susan 

Monday, November 16th                                      

ALOYSIUS WITT                                        12:10 PM 

Requested by Andrea & Bill Reeves 

Tuesday, November 17th                                                                                                                                                                                                            

MICHAEL DeMOTT                                    12:10 PM 

Requested by Friends of the Rectory 

Wednesday, November 18th         

GERARD GRAVEL                                     12:10 PM                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Requested by Fr. Mike & Your Friends at St. Joe’s 

Thursday, November 19th   

STELLA M. MURPHY 19TH ANNIVERSARY 12:10 PM                                    

Requested by Son, Frank 

Friday, November 20th                                                                                                           

JIM FISHER                                                  12:10 PM 

Requested by Pat 

Saturday, November 21st                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

JOSEPH DEANGELIS JR                                   4 PM 

Requested by His Loving Wife Rita & Family 

Sunday, November 22nd          

MARION NOZZI                                                9 AM                                                                                                                             

Requested by Jodi 

PEG SCHOLZ 15TH ANNIVERSARY        11:30 AM 

Requested  

Sanctuary Candle 

James Massacani 

Requested by His sister, Teri Sacrificial Offering last week: 
$7,229.93. Many thanks for your 

generosity! 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS AVAILABLE  TO THOSE WHO 
CANNOT TOLERATE GLUTEN. 

PLEASE NOTIFY PRIEST BEFORE MASS. 


