ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH
MOTHER CHURCH OF THE BERKSHIRES

ESTABLISHED 1849
Pittsfield, Massachusetts

Liturgical-Celebrations The Staff.
Saturday 4:00 PM Msgr. Michael Shershanovich, Pastor
Rev. Geoffrey Deeker, CSS, Priest in Residence
Sunday 200 AM Rev. Mr. Pasqual Baldasaro, Deacon
11:30 AM John Arasimowicz,

Daily Mass 12:10 PM Coordinator of Youth Religious Education
e-Mail: stjosephccd@berkshire.rr.com

RCIA Tuesdays, 6:30 PM Michele Madden, Secretary

Holy Hour Monday-Friday, 11:00 AM e-Mail: Michelemadden@berkshire.rr.com
Mrs. Patricia Momnie, Pastoral Minist
Daily Rosary Monday-Friday, 11:30 AM 15, Famnela N e 20

St. Joseph’s Parish-Office
st rd .
Pray@eistoup 1 & 37 Wednesday, 6:45 P 414 North Street. Pittsfield, MA 01201

Tel: (413) 445-5789

Fax: (413) 443-5466
Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
e-Mail: msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com

St. Joseph’s Cemetery  Web site: www.stjoepittsfield.com

Mr. Paul Guillou, Superintendent
Nancy Nolan, Secretary
Tel: (413) 499-1317

Sacrament of Baptism:
All new parents are expected to complete a course of instruction.
Please consult the parish office for classes.
Sacrament'of Reconciliation:
Saturdays, 3:00-3:45PM
Sacrament of Matrimony:
Couples should contact the parish office at least one year prior to the wedding.

New Parishioners should register at the parish office. We look forward to welcoming you to the
parish family and hope you will become involved with your time, talent and treasure.
Ministry to the Sick and Parishioners confined to home have visitations that are scheduled on a
regular basis. Please notify the parish office to make arrangements.

Religious Education Classes are held at St. Joseph’s High School following the 9:00 AM Mass
for all public school students, grades K-11, and parochial students preparing for Sacraments.
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LECTORS &
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Saturday 4 PM EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  SHEILA BOUQUET, JOE BOURQUARD, ANDY CANATA,
MAY 2P SHEILA CHRISTIANA, MICHAEL COLLINS & BARBARA DALO
LECTORS MARDI FREZZIE & SHARYN FRESIA
Sunday, 9 AM EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  JACK LAVIOLETTE, NANCY WOITKOSKI, CAROLYN ROUSSEAU,
MAY 37P RON SAYERS & JUDY SAYERS
LECTORS: DONNA QUALLEN & JOE RYAN
Sunday, 11:30 AM  EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: MARY HUSKA, CHARLES KNAPPE, DANIEL KOCHAPSKI,
MAY 3RP ANNE DUNHAM, J. WEATHERRWAX & MICHAEL WOOD
LECTORS: ANNA STACK & ROBERT BOUQUET
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Our second Scripture reading reminds us that we are to love, not in word and speech only, but in truth
and action. Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. We are intimately connected to him and the
branches are fed with the Eucharist. We need priests to make sure that this food is always available. If
you feel God is calling you to priesthood or vowed religious life, call Fr. Gary Dailey at 413 -452-0816 or

email at g.dailey@diospringfield.org Website: www.myvocation.com
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Pope Francis will be visiting the United States for the Synod on the Family and will be holding an outdoor
Mass on the last day. The Closing Mass will take place on September 27, 2015 in Philadelphia, PA.— The Dio-
cese of Springfield is arranging buses for this occasion and Saint Agnes Parish of Dalton invites you to join
them! Over 3 Million people are expected to attend this event. Our buses will be leaving Saint Agnes Dalton at 4
AM and returning at 12 midnight. It is expected to be a very long day of travel. The bus company is expecting se-
vere traffic congestion in the Philadelphia area. It is not known how close bus drop offs will be to the Mass. It is
expected significant walking. This will not be the trip for anyone that has mobility issues. There will be no seating
at the event. It will involve lots of walking, standing, waiting and patience. Inability to handle any of the above
would be a suggestion to watch the Mass on TV instead. Those willing to sacrifice personal comfort for this event

will not be disappointed. Meals & refreshments not provided. Non refundable $62 per person. Call St. Joseph Rec-
tory if interested or call 413-684-0125. Spots will be first come / first serve.

The Food Pantry of St. Joseph would love to be able to give our clients somg fres
vegetables like squash, tomatoes, peppers, lettuce, etc. As some parishiongrs a
planting your garden, it would be a blessing for us if you had space availablg, to

plant some extra seeds and donate this to the church on Tuesdays any week tha
the produce is available. Some efforts have been made city wide but this wpuld

be for our parish only. If you are able to do thidease let Michele know who
you are and if you have any interest in being involve@od bless you as you thifrk
of our clients.




5" SUNDAY OF EASTER

NEICH BED ZIE POCHWALONY JEZUS CHRYSTUS
ST. JOSEPH PRAYER LINE: 443 -1221

Readings for the WeekK
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8
Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Jn 14:21-26
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Jn 15:9-11
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21
Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/1 Jn 4:7-10/In
15:9-17
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"If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for
whatever you want and it will be done for you." What a
lovely promise! Imagine how satisfying it would be to ask
for whatever we wanted and then to see that wish grant-
ed. Truly, it would be difficult to think of anyone who
would not love to see a promise like this fulfilled. But we
know Jesus isn't a genie in a magic lamp sent to indulge
every selfish whim. So, what's the catch?

Well, as Jesus puts it in today's Gospel, this promise
is extended to those who "remain" in him. He uses the
beautiful analogy of the vine and the branches to explain
what this means. "A branch cannot bear fruit on its own
unless it remains on the vine ... | am the vine, you are the
branches." The idea here is that we are to be connected
to Jesus so closely that our very life, our growth, our ac-
tions, indeed even our desires come from him as their
source. When we are authentically rooted in Christ, and
when his words remain in us, then that cannot help but
transform us into people who want what Jesus wants.
And when we want what he wants, why wouldn't he give
it to us?

This brings to mind a quote from St. Alphonsus Ligu-
ori. "In cold and heat, in rain and wind," said this wise
doctor of the church, "the soul united to God says: 'l
want it to be warm, to be cold, windy, to rain, because
God wills it."" In a similar vein, another doctor of the
church, St. Thérese of Lisieux, said that God has "always
given me what I've desired, or rather, He's made me de-
sire what He wanted to give me." This is the secret to
constant contentment. No matter what life brings, when
we truly desire to embrace God's will, we are bound to
be happy.
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Saturday, May 2™

First Communion

WALTER & AMELIA MARKETONIS
Requested by Their daughter June

11 AM
4 PM

Sunday, May 3"

MICHAEL MONTEROSSO 2"” ANNIVERSARY 9 AM
Requested Family
PAT COLLINS
Requested by Family
Sanctuary Candle
Connor Graham Requested by The Quinn Family

11:30 AM

Monday, May 4"

12:10 PM
Tuesday, May 5"
Helen Slonski 12:10 PM
Requested by Rosemary Slonski
Wednesday, May 6™
MARY RICCI 12:10 PM
Requested by Paul, Fenton & Children
Thursday, May 7"
HARRY & LILLIAN SAVOY 12:10 PM
Requested by Family
Friday, May 8"
MARY TUCKER 7" ANNIVERSARY  12:10 PM

Requested by

Saturday, May 9"
JOAN & EDDIE GOMEAU & ERNEST GREGORY

Requested by Friends 4 PM
Sunday, May 10"

ALL MOTHERS 9 AM
ALL MOTHERS 11:30 AM

Sanctuary Candle
Sandy - 50" Anniversary

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS AVAILABLE TO
THOSE WHO CANNOT TOLERATE GLUTEN.
PLEASE NOTIFY PRIEST BEFORE MASS.

5™ ANNUAL ST. JOSEPH CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
GALA - MAY 8™ _- CROWNE PLAZA
VISIT WWW.STJOEHIGH.ORG FOR MORE INFO

Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch
cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the
vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. |
am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains
in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because
without me you can do nothing."™ Jn 15:4-5




