


Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 18, 2018
Heaven and earth will pass away,

but my words will not pass away.
— Mark 13:31

DA=Death Anniv. Mass Intentions
B= Birthday -+
WA=Wedding Anniversary

November 17 4:00 pm

Tristan Ables by Ma Maw and family
November 18 8:30 am

Marion Knight by Godfrey Knight

Jimmy Coupel by Diana and family

Fred LeBouef by Emily and family

Robert Crochet by Crochet family
November 18 10:30 am

Aida Moncivaiz Fontenot by Moncivaiz

Alicia Weimer by Cindy Poiencot

Diane Levron by Medrick and family
November 21 8:00 am

Robert Use (DA) by Use family

November 22 8:00 am

Paul and Pearl Hebert by family

Irvin & Hattie Babin by children

Katie Ann Boudreaux, Theriot, Boudreaux, &
Ordoneaux families by Aline & Crag Boudreaux
November 24 4pm

Charles T. Hebert by Pat and family

Willie Mae (Minnie) & Herman Hebert by family
November 25 8:30 am

James & Belle Brunet by Brunet family
Robert Crochet by Crochet family

November 25 10:30 am

Diane Levron by Medrick and family
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The Sanctuary Light burns in

memory of:
November 18-24

Brandon Filardo by Mom and Dad
Laurie Hebert by Mom and Dad

November 25-December 1
Ernest, Betty, Jacob & Sadi Mabile

STRATEGIC PLAN
IMPLEMENTATION TEAM
Father Simon Peter, Amy Baudoin, Nicholas Billiot,
Nina Billiot, Kellie Bishop, Claire Falgout, Mary
Louviere, Bernadette Mabile, Mark Olin, Sharon
Pollet, Fr. Mark Toups (Liaison).

Congratulation to the
following couple who was
married at St. Bridget

Phillip James Voisin son of Kathleen
and Magnus Peter Voisin, Jr.
&
Amber Lynn Bergeron daughter of
Rqgquel Lynn Bergeron

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Those who lead the many to jus-
tice shall be like the stars forever (Daniel 12:1-3).
Psalm — You are my inheritance, O Lord! (Psalm
16).
Second Reading — Where there is forgiveness,
there is no longer offering for sin (Hebrews 10:11-
14, 18).
Gospel — Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away (Mark 13:24-32).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for MassO
1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpora-
tion. All rights reserved.

Please welcome into our
parish family

Cooper Eugene Dickerson
son of
Sarah Louise Dickerson
&
Paul Anthony Dickerson

THE GLORIOUS BIBLE
It is one of the glories of the Bible that it can em-

brace many meanings in a single passage.
—St. Thomas Aquinas




Vision of Hell, by St Theresa of Avilla

The great 16th century mystic and Doctor of
the Church was granted a vision of hell. This
vision led her to detest hell and to draw
closer to God.

Here are some excerpts of the vision:

“The entrance seemed to be by a long nar-
row pass, like a furnace, very low, dark, and
close. The ground seemed to be saturated
with water, mere mud, exceedingly foul,
sending forth pestilential odors, and cov-
ered with loathsome vermin. At the end
was a hollow place in the wall, like a closet,
and in that | saw myself confined. [...]

“| felt a fire in my soul. [...] My bodily suffer-
ings were unendurable. | have undergone
most painful sufferings in this life... yet all
these were as nothing in comparison with
what | felt then, especially when | saw that
there would be no intermission, nor any
end to them. [...]

“1 did not see who it was that tormented
me, but | felt myself on fire, and torn to
pieces, as it seemed to me; and, | repeat it,
this inward fire and despair are the greatest
torments of all. [...]

“l could neither sit nor lie down: there was
no room. | was placed as it were in a hole in
the wall; and those walls, terrible to look on
of themselves, hemmed me in on every
side. | could not breathe. There was no
light, but all was thick darkness. [...]

“I was so terrified by that vision —and that
terror is on me even now while | am writing
—that though it took place nearly six years
ago, the natural warmth of my body is
chilled by fear even now when | think of it.

[...]

“It was that vision that filled me with the
very great distress which | feel at the sight
of so many lost souls... — for they were once
members of the Church by baptism —and
also gave me the most vehement desires
for the salvation of souls; for certainly | be-
lieve that, to save even one from those
overwhelming torments, | would most will-
ingly endure many deaths.”

For details, read: The Autobiography of St
Teresa of Avila

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

November is a month of remembrance for the
dead, and cemeteries have long been a focus for
prayer. Our tradition holds great respect for bodily
remains, since the body was created and redeemed
by God, was once the “dwelling place of the Holy
Spirit,” and has a destiny of life with God in glory.
The funeral practices of the early church contrasted
greatly with those of the pagans, who had a great
dread of the dead body. The ancient Christian funeral
liturgy ended with the relatives and friends giving a
final kiss to the body. It expressed affection and
showed their faith that the grave would not be the
last word. This kiss horrified pagans, who thought
that any contact with the dead was degrading.

Every year on their loved one’s “birthday to life,”
the Christians would return to the place of their burial
to mark their profound communion with those whose
lives were hidden in Christ. Typically, they buried the
dead with their faces turned toward the east, symboliz-
ing the rising of the Sun of Justice, Christ, at the end of
days. They were attracted to the catacombs or burial
grounds just as we are today. They would often cele-
brate the Eucharist at the tomb. Before long, as soon as
Christians were allowed to build places for worship,
they relocated cemeteries from beyond the city walls to
surround the church. This was not so much because the
church made the ground holy, but because the bodies
of the saints hallowed the ground on which the church

was built, a subtle but beautiful difference.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44
Thanksgiving Day—Suggested:
Sir 50:22-24; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19

Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111,
131; Lk 19:45-48

Saturday: Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10;
Lk 20:27-40

Sunday: Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Rv 1:5-8;
Jn 18:33b-37

Poor boxes can be found near the two main
entrance doors to the Church. All funds col-
lected are given to the poor through the St.
Vincent de Pau Society.




My Dear People of God,

Next Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King which concludes the liturgical
year. With the end in view, the readings of this Sunday invite us to focus and reflect on
the end times. The events that will usher in and will take place in the end time are de-
scribed in apocalyptic terms (i.e. describing complete end of the world).

In the first reading, we have the vision of the prophet Daniel concerning the end of time
or the end of the world. This reading is very significant because in it we find the earliest statement about and
assurance of the resurrection of the dead. It is here that we find the first mention in the Bible of the reality of
‘everlasting life’ (/ife/live for ever). The apocalyptic scene described in this reading is part of the revelation
granted to the prophet Daniel and it depicts the final struggle of human beings at the end of time. “.it shall be
a time unsurpassed in distress since nations began until that time....those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake; some shall live forever, others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace.”

It is evident in this reading that death is described as sleeping in the dust of the earth and the resurrection is
described as awakening. After they have been awakened or raised, the dead must then give an account of the
record of their deeds when they lived. This then is the basis upon which they are separated, some rewarded
with everlasting life and others punished with horror and disgrace. This vision is a message both of hope and a
challenge to all those who are alive. It is a message of HOPE because it gives an assurance of life that never
ends after death. It is a CHALLENGE because the life that never ends comes after judgement and the judgment
is based on.

In the gospel reading, the character and appearance of the end of time is presented by means of allusions to
Old Testament apocalyptic traditions like the one by the prophet Daniel. Most prominent is the reference to
the tribulations that precede the coming of the new age and the Son of Man in the clouds. Cosmic occurrenc-
es will accompany the distress that will take hold of the world, indicating that all of creation shall be thrown
into a recreating disarray, akin to the one of the floods in Genesis (Gen 7:17-24). All this to prepare for a new
world order.

The gospel further points out and asserts that the precise time of the end is known only to God. This is a very
important point for us believers, so that we may not allow ourselves to be misled by claims or speculations
that the end is near. All we have to do is to maintain a constant watchfulness so as to be found ready. The pur-
pose of the Lord’s glorious coming is not so much execute judgment but to gather the elect. “And then they
will see 'the Son of Man coming in the clouds' with great power and glory, and then He will send out the angels
and gather His elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the end of the sky.”

My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, the ultimate and most important message in all this is that Good will
Triumph (Good will Win over evil). The fact that good always triumphs over evil serves to encourage us to re-
main faithful in our pursuit of the good, especially when there seem to be no fruits and evil appears to win. In
the ultimate end good triumphs!

Our disposition in this journey should be like that of the Psalmist in our responsorial psalm of today. It is a dis-
position marked by a strong relationship with God. When we have a strong relationship, then we need not fear
and like the psalmist we should say: “O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup, you it is who hold fast my lot. |
set the LORD ever before me; with him at my right hand | shall not be disturbed. Therefore my heart is glad and
my soul rejoices, my body, too, abides in confidence; because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld,
nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo corruption. You will show me the path to life, fullness of joys in
your presence, the delights at your right hand forever.”

God bless
Fr Simon Peter




Reflections for Thirty—Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time
November 18, 2018

Catholic Social Teaching:

Call to Family, Community, and Participation
The person is not only sacred but also social. How
we organize our society-in economics and politics,
in law and policy-directly affects human dignity and
the capacity of individuals to grow in community.

The social teachings of the church invite us to con-
nect the scriptures with contemporary issues. To-
day we may want to reflect on that human behav-
ior which seems to be contributing to a possible
time “unsurpassed in distress.”

+ One might reflect on the human damage to our
environment caused by over-consumption in our
consumer culture and human behavior that is con-
tributing to climate change.

+ One might reflect on the economic injustice expe-
rienced by people in poor neighborhoods in our
nation or by the poorer nations on the world.

+ As we pray about the “end times, “we might re-
flect on the awesome destruction caused by war.
In short, we might reflect on the apocalyptic impli-
cations of the many examples of human behavior
going wrong.

The readings today also point to hope in the midst
of the problems we face. “Those who lead the
many to justice shall be like the stars forever.” “My
words will not pass away.” The readings don’t have
to leave us with just a sense of guilt or hopeless-
ness. Our social teachings offer us enduring values
that give us hope in the midst of the social prob-
lems of our world.

One day we will see the Son of Man coming in the
clouds with great power and glory to bring vindica-
tion, to right all the wrongs done by human beings
to each other.

Contributions— November 4, 2018

Envelopes $ 4031.00
Loose 971.00
5002.00

Attendance 373
Thank You For Your Generosity

ENCOURAGEMENT

This Sunday’s Gospel is our final selec-
tion from Mark for this liturgical year. It is
taken from the end of Jesus’ teaching in Jeru-
salem immediately preceding the account of
his arrest and passion. In it Jesus gives his
disciples hope to sustain them through his
passion and death and any persecution or suf-
fering that they would encounter after his res-
urrection.

The words from the book of Daniel also
provided hope and encouragement to the peo-
ple of Daniel’s time. The encouragement in
these scriptures is meant for us as well, for
none of us will escape tribulation in our lives.
Followers of Jesus will be able to endure suf-
fering with joyful hope, knowing that Christ’s
love will lead us along the way of disciple-

ship and give us eternal life with God.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

ﬁ . . Baptism
"= Prior to baptizing a child, the parents
@é and godparents must attend a
seminar.
Please contact the Church office at 985 446-
6801 for more information concerning

baptism or other sacraments needed.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas News

The December meeting for the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas will be held in the
Community Life Annex from 6:30 — 8:00 pm
on Thursday, December 13th. Members are
reminded to bring a wrapped Christmas gift
($8 - $10) for the annual bingo game. Catho-
lic Daughters is open to all Catholic women.
Contact any CDA member for more infor-
mation.

For Church Support Envelopes
Call 985 446-6801




The 2018 iGiveCatholic
LW campaign for St. Bridget is
to purchase new floors for
\ / the Community Life Annex.
The annex was dedicated
in 1982 - the floors are the original
floors. Although the annex is primarily
used for Youth Formation, it is also heav-
ily used for parish meetings and gather-
ings as well as parish social events, com-
mittee meetings, and meetings for organ-
izations such as St. Vincent de Paul,
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, and
Knights of Columbus.
The floors need to be replaced! Some
of the tiles are broken and many have
popped up.
Advanced online giving begins November
12™. Giving Tuesday is November 27™.

Go to
https://houma-thibodaux.igivecatholic.org/

organizations/st-bridget-church/ for more
information and to make a donation.
Thanks for your support. By the grace of
God, we will have new floors for the
opening of the 2019 - 2020 Youth For-
mation Year. God is good . . .remember to
keep the main thing, the main thing!

Giving Tree

The Giving Tree will be put
up the weekend of Novem-
ber 17th and 18th. Each or-
nament will have the age
and sex of an adult or child.
Please attach the ornament .
to the gift you purchase and return the glft
by Sunday December 2, 2018, so that gifts
can be delivered.

Prayer Line

If you or someone needs to be added to the prayer
line, call Nina Richard at 446-1206 or the rectory at
446-6801.

In the charity of your prayers, please pray for the
sick, elderly, and homebound. Please pray for: Elaine
Ables, Andrew Adams, Sr.,Susan Arceneaux, Heidi
Ardoin, Jacob Aucoin, Sara Aucoin, Elvin Ba-
bin,Tommy Badeaux, Donald Banowetz, Chad Barri-
leaux, Ronnie Bednarz, Chuck Beebe, Gertrude Be-
noit, Judith Benoit, Fr. Paul Bergeron, Rosemary
Besson, Mitzy Bettridge, Gretchen Bilello, Pat Bil-
liot, Preston Billiot, Alvin & Gail Blanchard, Dennis
Blanchard, Ronald Blanchard, Cody Bourgeois, Emi-
le “Jay” Bourgeois, Patricia Bourgeois, Troy & Joan
Bourgeois, Wade Bourgeois, Connie Bouterie, Beau
Brassette, Dustin Brassette, Mark Brassette, Emma
Del Broussard, Richard Broussard, Susan Caillouet,
Randy Chiasson, Brad Clement, Bryce Comeaux, Jay
& Tiffany Conner, Huey Cortez Sr., Martha Cortez,
Ruben Cunningham, Randy Davis, Cary Davis, Jr.,
Barbara & Ronni Duhon, Alan Dunbar, Linda EXkiss,
Avery “Brother” and Sonja Fonseca, Darin Fonz,
Robin Ford, Marie Fournier, Alisa Frederick, Dante
Galliano, Toby Gambarella, Leigh Ann Gardner, Car-
rie Gibbens Belinda Gil, Brandon Gil, George Gil,
The Gil Family, Carrie Mae Givens, Austin Gros,
Chad Gros, George Gros, Rosebella Gros, Vergie
Gros, Kendra Guillot, Joy Hebert, Katie Hebert, Jer-
rell Hebert, Sr., Jessie Hoffpauir, Samara Holland,
Kristen Koppel, Jackson LaFleur, Elmay Landry, Ju-
die Landry, Joyce Landry, Craig Landry, Mark Land-
ry, Barbara Nell Lapeyrouse, Allie LeBlanc, Chester
Lecompte, Evelyn Leger, Tammy Babin Loney, Pay-
ton Martin, Rick Melancon, Asher Miller, Savannah
Miller, Emma Mire, Meghan Naquin, Misty Naquin,
Shannon Naquin, Annie Ordoyne, Kara Pellegrin,
Sherry Pennison, Lisa Pennison, Kenneth Pitre,
James Pierce, Kip Pierce, Sharon Prejean, Ed Raidl,
Kerri Reynolds, Bryce Richard, Ella Richard, Lorita
Rodrigue, Susan Rodrigue, Cynthia Rogers, Danielle
Samanie, Lyn Samanie, Chester Sanchez, Karla Sau-
nier, Kathy Savoie, Earline Simmoneaux, Penny Sim-
mons, James Soileau, Louis Stevens, Melissa Tardiff,
Trish  Templet, Cammie Thibodaux, Rudy
Thibodaux, Lacey Thibodeaux, Thibodaux Family,
Ronnie Thomas, Chris Toups, Joyce Toups, Ricky
Turner, Sara Day Vignes, Allison Walters, and Anna
Wooten. When the Lord has answered our prayers,
notify the Rectory so that the name can be removed .




Youth Formation (CCD) Schedule

Youth Formation Classes (CCD) are Monday
evenings as listed below:

Grades K—6 5:30—6:30 pm
Grades 7—9 6:45—8:00 pm
Grades 10—11 6:00—7:30 pm

Contact the Youth Formation Office (985-446-
1985) for more information Including youth and
adults receiving the Sacraments of Eucharist
(First Communion) and Confirmation)

X

Rt Parish Christmas Social — Dec 1

-*-?:*- The St. Bridget Parish Christmas So-

cial will be held in the Community
Life Annex Saturday, December 1¥. The annual
Christmas Play will serve as entertainment for
the social. More details are forthcoming.

CCD Challenge for November

CCD students are asked to bring non-
perishable food and personal hygiene items
to class during November. These items will
be donated to the local food bank to help
the less fortunate in our area. Cash dona-
tions will be given to the St. Vincent de Paul
society. Checks can be made out to St.
Bridget for this event and sent with the
child to CCD. This is a small way for our
children and youth to thank God for our
many blessings.

Christmas Play Coming Soon

The Annual Christmas Play will be produced
in the Annex, Saturday, December 1st . Ac-
tors and actresses range from grades K-8.
The stage crew consists of youth in grades 9
— 12. Rehearsal will be held in the Annex
November 27-30. More details will be given
out through CCD classes. Catholic school
students are encouraged to participate in
this parish activity. CCD parents are asked
to contact Miss Bernadette at 446-1985 for
more information and to sign up for the

play.

Thanks for the Donations

Thanks to all who donated to the non-
perishable food drive through Youth Formation
classes. Please note a box is placed at the main
entrance of the church near the cry room for
donations to the food bank. Non-expired, non-
perishable food items, personal hygiene items,
and cleaning supplies are always needed.
Thanks for your generosity.

Christmas Play Practice — Nov 27 — 30

Youth helpers, actors, actresses, parents, and
youth ministers are reminded that Christmas Play
practice is November 27 — 30 from 5 — 7 pm in
the Community Life Annex. Contact the Youth
Formation Office at 985-446-1985 for more de-
tails. It is NOT too late to sign up for the play.
All are welcome!

Thanks for the Help!
Thanks to all who helped with the annual confir-
mation retreat. The retreat was a success. St.
Bridget Parish is blessed with countless volun-
teers. God is good!

Welcome Confirmation Candidates
Confirmation candidates from St. Gregory, St. Law-
rence, and St. Bridget will join in a day of prayer,
worship, fun, and fellowship Saturday, November
10", Please keep these confirmation candidates in
your prayers as they are on retreat and throughout
the formation process.
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Knights of Columbus
The KCS are the fraternal organization of men serving the church parish with phys-
ical and spiritual needs. The KC's meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month in the

Community Life Annex. The organization is open to Catholic men aged 18 and above. The
next meeting is on November 28. Contact Ricky Billiot at 985-856-6868 for more details.




