24252 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, CA 92637

(949) 837-1090; FAX (949) 837-9510; www.st-nicholaschurch.org
School of Religious Edu cation: (949) 837-7676

Our Parish Mission Statement
St. Nicholas Parish is a Catholtommunity, celebrating our faith
through the Sacraments, Liturgy, Prayer anviSe. We strive tarture family life
and to create one body otimany in the Lord.
We share the Good News with peopklaiges, cultures and faith backgrounds.

CLERGY

Pastor Rev. George P. Blais
Parochial Vicar Rev. Quyen Truong
Visiting Priest Rev. Msgr. John Campbell
Visiting Priest Rev. Gerald Walker
Visiting Priest Rev. Brendan Hankins
Visiting Priest Rev. Jack Sewell

Visiting Priest Rev. Chin Dang

Deacon Wayne Thompson
Deacon Chau Tran

Deacon Gerardo De Santos

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM, 7:00PM in Spanish

Sunday: 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 10:45AM, 12:30PM, and
5:00PM in Vietnamese.

Monday through Friday: 7:00AM and 9:00AM

Saturday: 9AM

Filipino Mass: 5:30PM, First Saturdays, October-June.

Holy Days: 4PM Vigil, 7AM, 9AM, 12PM, 6PM and
7:30PM in Vietnamese

RECONCILIATION (Confession)
Saturday: 9:45AM to 10:15AM and 3:00PM to 3:45PM
or by appointment.

BAPTISM
English: Fourth Sunday of the month at 2:00PM.
Spanish: Third Saturday of the month at 11AM
Viethamese: Second Sunday of the month at at 2PM.

MARRIAGE
Arrangements must begin at least six months in
advance with a priest of the parish.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call Parish Office in an emergency.
Special Service celebrated in fall/spring as announced.

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS
At the death of a family member, please call the
Parish Office at your earliest convenience to plan
for the Mass of Christian Burial.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION DAY
24-hour adoration begins the second Wednesday
of the month at the 9:00AM Mass.

DEVOTIONS & BENEDICTION
Wednesday evenings at 7:00PM;
Vietnamese—2nd Wednesday of the month at 8PM.
Recitation of the Holy Rosary and Benediction.

Parish Office Hours: S unday: 8:30 AM—1:30 PM
Monday through Friday: 9 AM—
Saturday: 9 AM—12 Noon

12 Noon; 1 PM — 7:00 PM,;
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First Sunday of Lent

As we begin this season of Lent, we are reminded
that Jesus went into the desert for forty days and
nights to pray. We are invited to do the same as we
pray during these days of Lent. We are encouraged
to reform our lives and be drawn into a closer and
deeper relationship with the Lord. When Jesus was
in the desert, He was tempted by the devil and He
resisted these temptations as He prepared to face His
arrest and crucifixion. We likewise will be tempted
by the devil in our efforts to reform our lives and
become better people. The devil does not want us to
become better people who are focusing on our
spiritual lives and drawing ourselves closer to God.
We must persevere in our efforts during this Lenten
season. On Ash Wednesday, we heard the challenge
to pray, fast, and give alms. This season of Lent is a
time for us to be more attentive to our prayer life,
our fasting as an act of penance or sacrifice, and our
giving alms or acts of charity to others. I pray that
we may all have a holy Lenten season as we strive to
grow in faith.

Fr. George

THIS WEEKEND—February 17-18
Second Collection for
The Church in Latin America/Eastern Europe

This collection provides aid by the Subcommittee on Aid
to the Church in Central and Eastern Europe through
bishops’ conferences of Central and Eastern Europe and
the ex-Soviet Union to meet the needs of rebuilding the
Church. It focuses on training seminarians and lay leaders,
supporting social service programs, youth ministry,
pastoral and catechetical centers, schools, church
construction and renovation, and evangelization
through Catholic media.

For over 50 years, this collection has been an expression of
the solidarity of the Church in the United States with the
Church in Latin America and the Caribbean. In northern
Peru, great distances and deteriorated roads mean that
pastor agents and ministers must often travel by foot or
mule to rural communities. As a result, some communities
are visited by these Church agents only once per month,
others just twice per year. Previous collections helped to
fund training for 65 pastoral ministers for some of these
communities. Through projects like this, you are helping
empower the people of Latin America and the Caribbean
to deepen their faith and share it with the world.

Thank you for your generous donations.

The SRE and Parish Offices will be closed on
Monday, February 19th,
in observance of President’s Day.
We will celebrate one Mass that morning at 9am.
We will NOT have a 7am Mass that morning.

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

HELP WANTED!

More volunteers are needed to help in the
cleaning of the Church. We meet on the first
Tuesday of the month after the 9AM Mass.
If you can contribute an hour or two of your
time, it would be appreciated!

Our next church cleaning is Tuesday, March 6th.
Call: Phoebe at 949-855-9263 or just show up!

Communion During the Cold and Flu Season

We will temporarily discontinue the distribution of the
cup during this cold and flu season. We are receiving
the full reality of the Body and Blood in the Host.

1 do wish to encourage anyone who is gluten free to
contact the office so that I can explore offering gluten
free hosts in the future. Please contact Karen in the
office, 949-837-1090, as soon as possible. Once I have
received permission from the diocese to begin
distribution of gluten free hosts, I will have a meeting
with those impacted to discuss how this distribution of
gluten free host will take place at Mass. Thank you for
your understanding and for helping me to explore the
option of offering gluten free hosts for communion.

Fr. George

T
5@% 2018
February 11 $23,400.17

Stewardship of Treasure

52-Weekly Required Budget
$25,856.00

2017

$20,354.3
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%wf S /, Mass Intentions

= ﬁ;‘géé % for the Week

Monday:
7AM  President’s Day—No 7am Mass

9AM Wan-Young Kim (d)
Tuesday:

7AM  Gabriel Munoz (d)
9AM Lyle Rose (d)
Wednesday:

7AM Richard Leonard (d)
9AM Nancy Palazzolo (d)
Thursday:

7AM  Bernardo Soriano (d)
9AM Frank Hernandez (d)
Friday:

7AM James Peter Thompson (d)
9AM Virginia Edwards (d)
Saturday:

9AM Funeral Mass for Marcella O’Donnell
4PM For the Parish

Sunday:

7:30AM  Tammy Pham
9:00AM Elsa Sarmiento (d)
10:45AM Dominique La (d)
12:30PM Steve Carpenter (d)

Parish Calendar This Week

MONDAY

Spanish Rosary, Church, 6:30PM
Adult Bible Study, Parish Center-Rooms 201-204, 7PM
TUESDAY

Spanish Book Study-“Perfectly You”, Room 201, 9:45AM
CCW-Tea Party Committee, Room B, 10AM

Religious Education for Elementary, Parish Center, 4:15PM
SRE Confirmation I, Parish Center-upstairs, 7PM

7 & 8 Grade SRE, Parish Center—downstairs, 7PM

St. Nicholas Chorale, Small Hall, 7:15PM

WEDNESDAY

Charismatic Prayer Group, Room A, 9:45AM

Religious Education for Elementary, Parish Center, 4:15PM
Knights of Columbus, Parish Center, 6PM

St. Vincent de Paul Ministry, Room A, 6PM

Devotions and Benediction, Church, 7PM

Hispanic Choir, Room C, 7PM

Hispanic Group, Room B, 7PM

Filipino Choir, Small Hall, 8PM

THURSDAY

Faith Alive-Faith Sharing, Room A, 10AM

Adult Bible Study, Parish Center-Rooms 201-204, 10AM
Spanish RCIA, Room C, 5:30PM

Alpha Program, Parish Center, 6:15PM

Hispanic Council, Room C, 6:30PM

RCIA, Parish Center-Room 201, 7PM

St. Nicholas Choir, Small Hall, 7:15PM

Teen/Family Choir, Church Choir Loft, 7:30PM

FRIDAY

We Remember

John Mangold, Michael Ellingen
Cleova Weinert and Leonardo LaBarbera
who entered their new and eternal lives in Christ.

Grant to all our dearly departed, eternal rest, O Lord,
and may your light shine on them forever.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Genesis 9:8-15 =

God’s covenant with Noah when he was delivered from
the flood.

Psalm 25: Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to
those who keep your covenant.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22

The water of the flood prefigured baptism, which saves
you now.

Gospel: Mark 1:12-15

This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at
hand.

LCM Associates, Small Hall, 10AM

Stations of the Cross, Church, 9:45AM

Divine Mercy-St. Faustina Study, Room C, 9:45AM
Book Study-“In His Spirit”, Room 201-Parish Center, 9:45AM
Lenten Fish Friday Dinner, Parish Center, 5SPM
Stations of the Cross, Church, 7PM

Hispanic Bible Study, Small Hall, 7PM

Praise and Worship, Room B, 7:30PM
SATURDAY

RCIA for Children, Room 201-Parish Center, 9AM
Hispanic Choir, Room C, 4PM

SUNDAY

Library is closed.

AODAYS FORLIFE

“40 Days for Life” is a peaceful, prayerful campaign held during
Lent to bring awareness to the evils of abortion.

This Lent, through March 25, we invite you to join our peaceful
prayer vigils in front of the Planned Parenthood in Mission
Viejo—on the corner of La Paz and Chrisanta Dr., at 26171 La
Paz Rd., Mission Viejo. Vigils will be lead by Respect Life
leaders from local parishes in the South Orange County area.
You are welcome to join any of the vigils from 8am to 8pm,
Monday through Saturday. For information or to volunteer:
Tami from St. Edwards Respect Life Ministry, 425-830-5328 or
invoge@msn.com.
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School of Religious Education

Yoc 4

Check us out on Facebook!

NOTE: Monday, February 19th, no SRE Elementary
Classes, in observance of President’s Day.

SRE Elementary: Meet Tuesday and Wednesday, February
20 and 21 as usual from 4:15pm to 5:30pm.

Junior High & Confirmation I: Meet Tuesday, February 20
at 7PM in assigned classrooms.

Week of February 25—SRE Elementary Students will be
attending confessions during class times. Parents of
students are welcome to attend—students will meet in their
classrooms at 4:15pm and go to Church at 4:30pm.

ATTENTION Confirmation I and II Students
Lenten Retreat on Saturday, March 24 from 11am to Spm.
Meet upstairs in Rooms 201-204. The Rite of Acceptance
for Confirmation II Students will take place within
the 4pm Mass. It is a requirement for all
Confirmation Students to attend.

FEBRUARY:
Bible Study on Tuesdays, February 20, 27
at 6pm in the Youth Ministry room.

Teen Choir Rehearsal: Thursday, Feb 22.
Teen/Family Mass: Saturday, February 24 at 4pm in Church.

MARCH
SAVE THE DATE: Youth Day at Anaheim Convention
Center on Thursday, March 15th from 6am to 4pm.
Youth Day PERMISSION SLIPS are available from the SRE
Office. Please call Gwen, 949-837-7676, with any questions.

APRIL
We are serving dinner at Laguna Beach Shelter on
Friday, April 20th. Details to follow.

&

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

> QOur St. Patrick’s Day Irish Celebration will be on

»l &N Saturday, March 10th, from 2pm to 7pm in the Parish Center.
Music by the “Whooligans,” Irish Band from 2:30pm —7pm

Aniar Academy of Irish Dancers perform at 3:15pm and 4:30pm,

Irish Food and Drink, singalongs and dancing, too!
Pot 0’ Gold Raffle drawing at 7pm.

Bring your family and friends. Everybody’s welcome!

The St. Nicholas Library...

The Library is open the
1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 8:45am—12: 45pm
We are located in Room C, behind the Parish Office.

We have a cart of free items: rosaries, prayer cards, etc.
Come visit the Parish Library!

St. Nicholas Bible Study
Thursday mornings from 10am to 11:30am,
“A Biblical Walk Through the Mass,” and
Monday evenings from 7pm to 8:30pm,
“The Synoptic Gospels: Mathew, Mark and Luke.”
We meet in Rooms 201-204 for both sessions.
All are welcome to attend!

Al
pi

* THE PRAISE AND WORSHIP
PRAYER GROUP

(] Come join us in praise, worship
and for healing prayers, on
Friday, Feb. 23rd at 7:30pm
in Room B.
All are welcome! Questions:
Phoebe—949-855-9263

CRS Rice Bowl

During Lent, our students and parishioners will participate in
“CRS Rice Bowl,” a faith-in-action program that invites us to
encounter our neighbor, as companions on the journey,
through prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

We encourage families to take this opportunity to make a
difference in the world. Rice Bowls will be collected at the
end of Lent and sent to Catholic Relief Services.
Encounter Majd
In Iraq, we encounter Majd and his family, people forced to
flee violence, searching for stability. How are we called to
welcome the stranger in our midst? How can you support
those, worldwide, who are forced to flee their homes to find
safety or better opportunities? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.

DAMAGE

\  Hatred does more damage to the
~ person in whom it is stored than to

the person on whom it is poured.
—Anonymous
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Please note early Bulletin Deadlines!
With holidays and Publisher requirements, articles
for our bulletin have EARLY DEADLINES!
Articles submitted after the required “DUE DATE”
will not be published in the bulletin.

We appreciate and thank you for your cooperation
as we strive to make the Bulletin enjoyable
for all parishioners.

Bulletin Date Articles Due By
March 25th March 6th
(Palm Sunday)
April 1st March 12th
(Easter)
Book Study!!

On Fridays, two parishioners, N HIS SPIRIT
Beth Perak and Mary Anderson,
will lead discussion on the book,
“In His Spirit,” written by Richard J. Hauser, S.J.
Parishioners are invited to join in the discussions starting
at 9:45am in Room 201 of the Parish Center.

Books will be provided to book study participants.

RICHARD J; HAUSER. S..

PARISH OFFICE STAFF

Cate Wolski
Irma Contreras
Karen Falagrady
Barbara Price
Gwen Wieser
Gwen Wieser
Alfonso Lopez

Parish Liturgical Secretary:
Business Manager:
Receptionist/Records:

Ministry to Sick & Homebound:
Director, Youth Ministry:
Director, Religious Education:
SRE Secretary/Admin Assistant:
Music Ministry: Emett Loera

Plant Supervisor: Steve Burton

SCHOOL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (949) 837-7676
VIETNAMESE MINISTRIES: (949) 837-1090, Ext. 116
Sr. ThuHuong Nguyen, LHC (949) 837-1090, Ext. 137

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;
Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;
Lk 11:29-32

Thursday: 1Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19
Friday: Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;

Mt 5:43-48
Sunday: Gn 22:1-2,9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10,

15-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10

An Invitation to the Women of St. Nicholas Parish.

As President of the St. Nicholas Council of Catholic
Women, I would like to extend a warm invitation to all
women of the Parish to join with us at our General Meeting
on the first Friday of the month. The CCW, an
organization affiliated with the National Council of Catholic
Women, is dedicated to the fostering of spiritual growth and
friendship among all of God’s children.

Each month we sponsor programs on Catholic doctrine
and topics of interest to Catholic women.

Our membership focuses on the Corporal and Spiritual
Works Of Mercy, by ministering to the sick, needy,
imprisoned, and Homeless.

Come join us at our next meeting on Friday, March 2", at
9:30 am in the Parish Center!

In Christ,
Mpyriam Kouri

SAVE THE DATE—Royal Afternoon Tea

St. Nicholas Council of Catholic Women Fundraiser,
“Royal Afternoon Tea,” on
Saturday, April 7th, 12pm to 3pm in the Parish Center.

Catering by Del Moses.

Featuring Fashions by South County Outreach
Upscale/Resale Thrift Store —inspired by a Royal Wedding.

Tickets: $35/person; Reserved Table Seats 8: $280.
Reservations—Connie: 949-395-2261 or cruz949@cox.net

Spanish Book Study

Deacon Gerry and Socorro de Santos
are hosting a Book Study on Tuesdays
through March 13, at 9:45am,
in Room 201 of the Parish Center.
We will be studying
“Perfectly You,” by Matthew Kelly and
all discussion will be in Spanish. Books will be
provided to book study participants. Come join us!

Plenamente

MATTHEW KELLY

Wordnet Productions presents
“The Word in the World” — week of February 18th:
“Struck by God: Marriage”— Fr. Mike reveals
“the meanings of Paul’s views on marriage.”
TCT (Direct TV-377) - on Sundays, 4am—record it!!
(TCT is on Channel 205 in Laguna Woods Village.)
Or go to www.wordnet.tv—Program Archives,

or YouTube: Wordnet Productions Channel.
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Our Lenten Journey
To assist you on your Lenten Journey, we offer:

ALMSGIVING
St. Vincent de Paul: helping those in need in our community.
Knights of Columbus: 40 Cans for Lent (donation barrels available at
all weekend Masses).
Operation Rice Bowl: Benefitting Catholic Relief Services (bowls
available in the Church).

PRAYER

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at
7TAM & 9AM; Saturdays at 9AM.
Morning Prayer: Monday through
Saturday at 8:45AM. (This is open to all
who desire to join in.)

Monthly Day of Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: Second Wednesday of the
Month beginning at the 9AM Mass and
concluding prior to the 9AM Mass on the
Second Thursday.

Stations of the Cross: on Fridays during
Lent at 9:45AM and 7PM, 7PM Spanish
in Small Hall, 8PM in Vietnamese.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
(Confessions): Saturdays 9:45AM to
10:15AM and 3PM to 3:45PM.

Parish Lenten Penance Service:
Wednesday, March 21st at 7:00PM.

Community Events
40 Days for Life: Prayer vigil, Monday-Saturday, 8am-8pm, in front of
Planned Parenthood, Mission Vigjo.

Note: All Catholics in the US are encouraged to enter into sacrificial
penance, during the 40 days of Lent. Specifically, to refrain from
the eating of meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday and all Fridays
of Lent, with the added penance of fasting on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. This discipline of penance and fasting is serious,
however, it no longer binds you under pain of grave sin. For a
sufficiently good reason (family celebration, an ethnic festival,
Lunar New Year, etc.), you may substitute another day of the week
to fulfill this penance. There is no need for a specific ‘dispensation’
from the Bishop to lift the penance for these days.

Praver for Lent

LOCAL PENANCE SERVICE DATES

Rite of
l_(_gl Reconcmatlon

Wednesday, March 7th at 7pm—St. Kilian
Monday, March 19th at 7pm —Santiago de Compostela
Wednesday, March 21st at 7pm—St. Nicholas
Tuesday, March 27th at 7pm—San Francisco Solano

Jesus, teach me to see

with your eyes, to live life as you lived,
to understand life as you understood it.

Give me a new perception of others,
close and far, seen always as brothers

and sisters in you to be respected
and loved. Amen
—Pope Francis

The Knights of Columbus

is again sponsoring a

“40 Cans for Lent” Food Drive
during the 40 days of Lent.

Lenten Fish Dinner—Every Friday

On Friday evenings during Lent through
March 23rd, there will be a “Fish Dinner”
served at Spm in the Parish Center.

Note: No Fish Dinner on Good Friday.

The goal is for each parishioner to contribute one can of
non-perishable food each day during Lent, or 40 cans
sometime during the Lenten season. Your contributions
can be made weekly when you come to Mass. Barrels will
be placed outside the entrances to the Church. Please join
the Knights of Columbus in this worthwhile effort.

Join fellow parishioners on Lenten Fridays for a Fish
Dinner prepared by the Knights of Columbus. Dinner
includes baked salmon or battered cod, mac n’ cheese,
zucchini, coleslaw, fries, dessert, punch and coffee.
Dine-in only; NO take-outs!

Monetary donations are always welcome! Donation: $11.00 Adults;

This Food Drive was very successful last year and we hope for
a similar response this Lenten season. During 2017,
St. Nicholas Parish donated 14,576 pounds of non-perishable
food. That is a great accomplishment—help us to equal or
surpass that amount this year!

special pricing for children and large families.

We begin serving at Spm and end at 6:45pm so parishioners
can attend the 7pm Stations of the Cross
during Lenten Fridays.
Come join us for a delicious fish dinner!



