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2015 MASS INTENTIONS/SANCTUARY LAMPS 
FOR MASS INTENTIONS & SANCTUARY LAMP DEVOTIONS     

CALL THE RECTORY 973-875-4521  
Masses: $5.00 each; Mass cards: small($5.00) & large($10.00) sizes. 
Sanctuary candle devotions - for a one-week period - $5.00. 

PARISH MINISTRIES/ORGANIZATIONS  
& COORDINATORS 

Altar Servers…………………………..Fr. Charles  
Baptismal Preparation………………..Robert & Sharon  
                                 Misyak, Terry Westdyke, Jeanne McBride 
Bereavement Support……………........Carol Bezak 
Book Discussion………………………..Carol Bezak 
Church Cleaning……… ……………Peter & Ann Kazmierski 
Coffee and Donut Sundays………........Patti Szwartz 
FOCCUS Marriage Preparation ….....Robert & Sharon  
                                                                          Misyak             
Family Promise.......................................Carol Oesen          
Helping Hands…………………………Terry Westdyke 
Leisure Group…………………………Grace Casalino 
Lectors/Eucharistic Ministers…………Carol Bezak 
RCIA …………………..Carol Bezak/Sr. Theresa Losiewicz 
Scripture Reflection……………………Carol Bezak 
Sussex Help Center…………………….Joan Thomas 
Ushers…………………………………..Fr. Charles 
Website Administration……………….Francisco Perez 

   

 PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
                  Stewardship Report – Treasure  
WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Budgeted Amount:                $5,000.00 
Regular Collection – 9/6/15:                       $3,430.00                             
Parish Pay – 9/6/15:                                                $   232.00    
Total Regular Collection – 9/6/15:                              $3,662.00 
 
Capital Improvements/Repairs – 9/6/15:              $1,388.00 
Parish  Pay (CIR):                 $   515.00 
Total CIR – 9/6/15:                $1,903.00 
*************************************************** *** 
Parish Pay---is a convenient way for you to set up your weekly 
contributions - online - at ParishPay.com.Flyers with information 
on how you can participate are located on the table in the hall. 

***************************************************  
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A Christian Prayer 

"It is not those who say, 'Lord, Lord!' who will enter the reign of 
God, but those who do God's will." (Matthew 7:21) God of all races, 
nations, and religions, You know that we cannot change others, Nor 
can we change the past. But we can change ourselves. We can join 

You in changing our only And common future where you 'reign' The 
same over all. Help us not to say, "Lord, Lord" to any tribal gods, But 
to hear the One God of all the earth, And to do God's good thing for 

this One World.”   ---Fr. Richard Rohr 
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SEPTEMBER 13, 2015 
*********************************                          

 ��-4,����-4,����-4,����-4,�� !!  Are you new to our parish?  Or have you been 
attending, but haven’t gotten around to registering? 
Registration forms are located in a large white envelope on the 
table near the Church Hall exit. Please fill one out, mail it 
back to the Rectory (address on front of bulletin) or give it to 
Fr. Charles or an usher on Sunday.  Call Carol at 973-875-
4521 if you need assistance. 

 
2015 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL                         
“Serving Christ Among Us”……Many members of our parish 
will soon receive a letter from our Bishop requesting our 
support for the 2015 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. Letters will be 
sent to anyone who donated to this Appeal last year. This year, 
the theme of the Appeal is Serving Christ Among Us. By 
coming together as a faith community, our collective gifts to 
the Appeal serve tens of thousands of people through our 
Catholic Charities agencies, as well as assists our inner-city 
area schools, our retired diocesan priests at Nazareth Village 
and seminarian education. Please join with your fellow 
parishioners and make a big impact for people in need by 
making a generous pledge to the 2015 bishop’s Annual 
Appeal. God Bless you! 

Please continue to pray for the sick and homebound 
members of our parish and community: 

Vi Grabowski, Jack McKenna, Jane Blackburn, Charlie Kuperus, 
Ann Aglialoro, Jim Casmano, Elsie Belcher, John Collins, 

Genevieve Futia, Theresa Maceli, Jennie Ratti, Lorraine Thiem, 
Mitzi Hingel, Michael Stasko, Ritchie Olsen,  

Josephine Davis, Msgr. Martin Rauscher 
Michael J. Lawlor, Bill Sheehan, George Edward Vera 

PARISHIONER PASSINGS THIS WEEK: 
 

     CONSIDER REMEMBERING ST. MONICA’S IN YOUR WILL  
Leave a lasting legacy to your parish so that it will continue to flourish 

and minister to the people in this area, bringing the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the Catholic faith to the people of Sussex Borough and 

Wantage Township for years to come. 

Keep our contact information handy!
Phone #: 973-875-4521Fax #: 973-875-7538 
       Website:  www.stmonicasussex.org                        
             Email:      stmonica@ptd.net 



  
 

 

    PARISH MEETINGS/ACTIVITIES   
  
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION  – Wednesday evenings at 
6:30pm in the Meeting Room. Weekly reading & reflection of 
the Sunday Scriptures – fellowship time & refreshments 
follow. Call Carol at 973-875-4521. 
      
BOOK DISCUSSION  
St. Monica’s Book Discussion group begins its 15th year this 
year! If you are interested in reading books that seek to 
enhance your spiritual journey you may enjoy this reading 
format. This month’s book selection is A New Way of Seeing 
by Gregory F.A. Pierce from Acta Publishing. Our next 
meeting date is Monday, September 21st at 7:30pm in the 
Rectory Meeting Room. Several copies of the book were 
ordered, or you can order it online. Call Carol at 973-875-
4521 for information. 
 
ST. MONICA’S LEISURE GROUP 
Join us - lunch is served at every meeting along with delicious 
desserts made by our members. Unless otherwise noted, 
meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month at 
12:00 noon. Dues are $10 a year.  New members are welcome! 
For information, call Grace Casalino -973-702-8569.    
October 14 (2nd Wed) – Oktoberfest 
November 4 - Halloween Party 
December 9(2nd Wed) - Christmas Party at The Lampost   
*************************************************** **

 
ANNUAL WORSHIP SERVICE – Old Clove Church, 
Route 23, Wantage, NJ will be held Sunday, September 20, 
2015 at 2:00pm and will be led by Reverend Amy Lawrence 
of the Sussex Presbyterian Church. Music: Presbyterian 
Church Choir; Saxophone Solo: Robert Gibson – refreshments 
on the lawn – come and meet your friends! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY EVENT WITH BISHOP SERERATELLI 
In anticipation of the World Meeting of Families with Pope 
Francis, the Office of Evangelization is hosting an event - 
Catholic Families Fully Alive with Bishop Serratelli - on 
Sunday, September 20 from 4-6pm at St. Paul Inside the 
Walls, 205 Madison Avenue, Madison, NJ 07940. Bishop 
Serratelli will offer a brief teaching and allow time for 
Questions and Answers. The event will also include music, 
carnival snacks, a simple family activity, and a special family 
blessing. If interested, please go to www.insidethewalls.org 
and register your family. Registration is required. 

  
MINISTRY TO THE ELDERLY 
Our parish recognizes the challenges and needs of the elderly 
on several levels.  Ministry to the elderly seeks to bring people 
together who may be alone or have limited capacity to 
participate in activities, yet have a strong desire to remain 
active in parish life.  This ministry also reaches out to 
homebound parishioners who can no longer attend Mass or 
scheduled activities.  Eucharistic Ministers and volunteers are 
available to bring Communion and offer assistance as needed.  
Please call Grace Casalino at 973-702-8569. 
************************************************** 

FRIENDS OF THE WORD – with Fr. Lou Scurti 
If you attended the 10:00am or 11:45am Mass last weekend 
for the Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, you 

heard Fr. Lou Scurti’s homily “God’s Law of Love”  – this 
homily was recorded and is available on his website: 

www.friendsoftheword.org  
Topics include: Guest speakers, Homilies, Q & A sessions, 

special events, Sunday & Holiday, Universal & the Weekday 
Word – check it out soon!!! 

Daily news updates and videos  
from Rome:   

Rome Reports TV News Agency 
www.romereports.com  

YOUTH MINISTRY 
ATTENTION ALL YM FAMILIES - NEW AND OLD !! 
It is extremely imperative that you register your 
son/daughter ASAP.  Lists, books, etc, need to be prepared 
and ordered and we still have many un-registered 
students.  The start of the program will begin in a few short 
weeks. You all should have received a letter and 
registration form in the mail. Please complete the form/s 
and return them to the office. Should you have any 
questions, please don't hesitate to contact Mary Vernacchio 
at(973)875-2110. 
YM CALENDAR : 
Sunday, Sept. 28th - Phase I Candidates - Rite of 
Acceptance 
11:45am Mass - attendance is required 
Saturday, Oct. 3rd -YM Class - beginning with the 5pm 
Mass followed by dinner than class Phase I - Theme- "The 
Mass" Phase II - Theme - "Liturgy & Sacraments 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
PARENTS- Our Religious Education program is offered to 
children in grades K thru 8 and this year we have a new 
schedule for all grades. Our decision to offer all sessions here 
at the parish will keep us “up close and personal” with the 
Sunday Liturgy and I am thrilled that the children will come 
to grow in their faith in new and exciting ways!  Please 
register your child as soon as possible.  Registration forms 
were sent home and are also available in back of the Church 
Hall or at the Rectory.   
INCOMING 1 ST & 2ND GRADERS: The preparation time 
for First Holy Communion is two years – your child must 
complete both and attend Mass regularly. 

The fees are as follows:  
1 child -$75.00 - 2 children -$110.00 - 3 or more -$150.00 
  New students for the upcoming year – Grades 1-8 – please 

call me at 973-875-4521 for information. 
SCHEDULE OF SESSIONS for all grades will be 
available this week – sessions begin in October! 

��������������������������������������������������������� ���
CATECHETICAL SUNDAY is September 20th this year! 
We will recognize our wonderful Catechists at the 10:00am 
Mass. All Catechists Grades 1-10 and Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word Catechists should plan to be in attendance – please 
call Carol to confirm at 973-875-4521. 
Parents and all parishioners are invited to join us in prayer at 
this Mass for those who minister to our young people!!! 

 



  
 

                                                                                
                         TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

His Word Today by Rev. William J. Reilly 
   

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone  says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? If a 
brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says to them ‘Go in peace, keep warm and eat 

well.’ But you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it? So also faith of itself if it does not have works, is dead.” 
 

A prophet, some say is one who comforts the distressed and distresses the comfortable. St. James’ letter should do just that. 
We can grill ourselves with questions of how I have wasted food just this week, how I have outgrown clothes in my closet, how I have 
criticized the poor for being poor, without knowing the real cause. 

Some say ‘I am a Catholic, I was baptized.’  Wonderful, but do I practice the faith, attending mass, receiving the sacraments, 
serving the needs of others? They are the things that Catholics do. I am a Catholic, but do I pay my employees a just wage, provide 
adequate heat to those who rent from me, do I send a meal to a home where someone is ill or grieving? That is what practicing 
Catholics do. 

Saint James’ letter reminds us of the Archbishop in Brazil, who stated: ‘When I give bread to the poor, they praise me. When 
I ask why they are poor, they call me a communist.’  Pope Francis asks us, when we give a coin to a beggar, do we look him or her in 
the face? Do we fear touching them as we place the coin in their hand?’  Is Christ to be found in giver and receiver? 

Faith is real when accompanied by good works. Otherwise it is dead! 
      
*************************************************** *************************************** 
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“Meet the Clubs” will be held Thurs. Sept. 24th during college hour!  
*************************************************** *************************************************** **** 
DONATE CLOTHING TO CATHOLIC CHARITIES    Please help Catholic Charities continue its mission by donating 
clothing, shoes, and small household items in the donation bin located in our main parking lot. Your continued generosity is 
appreciated. If you have large pick up, need a receipt, or have a question please call their toll free number 877-343-3651.              
Thank You!!!                                             
IMPORTANT NOTE FROM FR. CHARLES :  It seems more and more frequently of late people are bringing items for the Catholic 
Charities clothing and household item collection box located in our parking lot that in all honesty are things that really should be brought to the 
Sussex County Municipal dump. Rather than bringing it there and paying the cost, they are bringing the items here. It is morally irresponsible to 
expect that what amounts to trash that you will not use – you expect poor people to use – not only that, dumping it in the Catholic Charities clothing 
bin ends up costing the Catholic Charities agency because they then have to bring such items to a municipal dump – therefore having less revenue for 
taking care of the needs of the poor. We suspect that more and more people who are not members of the parish are bringing these items during the 
week, but if it continues we will have to remove the bin. It is turning our parking lot into a trash dump. Please if you have items you wish to donate, 
read the instructions printed on the box as to what you can leave and what Catholic Charities will be happy to pick up at your home. 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ****** 
Region Energy – New Program for Churches – and for you – Have you considered joining yet!!! 
Did you know that when you sign up as a Region Energy oil customer, we donate $100 to your church? As a member of this church, we also 
offer you additional discounts with our company: 
-----$.25 discount on your heating oil  -----$.50 discount on your propane  -----Central AC or natural Gas tune up for only $79.95 ($99.95 value) 
-----Furnace/boiler tune up for only $99.95 ($1135.95 value)  -----$25.00 off your first plumbing repair 
-----$50 off any service agreement - Call today for details – Misty Dengler, Account Manager – 908-350-1852   
  Brochures/flyers on the table in the Church Hall for further information . 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ***** 
 
FREE BOOK DELIVERY TO THE HOMEBOUND……. �Do you know someone who is homebound, recovering from surgery, or undergoing 
medical treatment? The Friends of the Sussex-Wantage Library sponsors 2 free services for residents of Sussex and Wantage: Book Delivery for 
the Homebound & Audio-visual  Lending Closet For further information, call the Library at 973-875-3940 or email the Friends at 
swhomebound@gmail.com   

SCRIPTURE READINGS THIS WEEK 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Sunday  Is 50:5-9a; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35 
Monday  Nm 21:4b-9; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
Tuesday  1 Tm 3:1-13; Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Wednesday  1 Tm 3:14-16; Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday  1 Tm 4:12-16; Lk 7:36-50 
Friday 1 Tm 6:2c-12; Lk 8:1-3  
Saturday 1 Tm 6:13-16; Lk 8:4-15 
����
���� 

CareNotes - Take one – and take heart -- Give one – and give hope. These pamphlets are available on a special rack located on 
the window wall in the Church Hall.  Various pastoral topics are available for your spiritual renewal! 

 



  
 

 ST. MONICA’S TRICKY TRAY   
As you know our Annual Tricky Tray is the biggest fundraiser of the year for our parish. The committee for 
the event has already begun the planning process for this year. Every year we look for unique and innovative 

ideas to surpass the results of previous years. This year we hope to take some of the guesswork out of choosing 
themes for trays and broaden the variety of trays available.      We have prepared 
a listing of ideas for trays, as well as gift certificates and tickets/passes for local 

venues to assist you.This list will be available in the Church Hall for the next few 
weeks. Please check it out and if something strikes your fancy, place your name and phone # in the space 

provided.  If someone has already signed for a theme please try to find another to help broaden the 
variety, but some duplicate trays won’t hurt. See a theme which perfectly fits a friend, invite them to help 
out with a tray – it’s for a great cause funding the community of St. Monica’s Church. We hope that his 
help with tray themes helps to aid you in completing your tray. We thank you for all your past efforts and current dedication of time 

and resources to make this year’s tricky tray the best yet.  THE NEXT PLANNING MEETING WILL BE HELD TODAY, 
SEPTEMBER 13TH AT 12:00NOON  IN THE MEETING ROOM.  For further in formation, contact Kathy Dyer, our Tricky 

Tray Coordinator – 973-875-8997     

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME        
First Reading: Isaiah 50:5-9a 
Isaiah describes the willingness of the Suffering Servant to submit to the persecution of his enemies. This willingness stems from true 
faith in God, and the knowledge that the Lord will always be his help. 
Second Reading: James 2:14-18 
James states that if someone is hungry and you wish them well but do not help them, you have done them no good. He compares this 
to stating your faith, without backing it up with your actions.  He reminds us that we must show our faith through our good works. 
Gospel: Mark 8:27-35 
Jesus taught his disciples that as the Messiah, he had to suffer much, be put to death, and rise three days later. Peter began to disagree 
and Jesus reprimanded him for judging by human standards rather than by God’s. He told them that whoever would be willing to lose 
their life for the sake of Jesus and the gospel, will in fact preserve their life forever. 
                             


